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SEVERANCE: PERMANENT TERMINATION of the

PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP
(Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) Sections (§§) 8-531-544)

CHECKLIST
You may use the forms and instructions in this packet if. . .

v" You are a person who has a legitimate interest in the welfare of one or more children who are
present in this state (or in another state if placed there by order of this court);

v You want a court order to permanently terminate the legal rights, privileges, duties, and
obligations between one or both parents and one or more of their children (except the right of
the children to receive support and to inherit from the parent(s));

v' The parent or parents whose rights you want to terminate have neglected, abused, and/or
abandoned the child through failure to support and maintain reasonable contact, AND/OR

v' The parent or parents are unable to fulfill the responsibilities of parenting due to mental
iliness, lack of mental capacity, or chronic drug or alcohol abuse, and there are no reasonable
grounds to believe those conditions will change in the foreseeable future, AND/OR

v" The parent(s) are deprived of civil liberties or incarcerated due to conviction of a felony of a
type regarded as proving unfitness, such as a violent crime against the other parent or
another child, or the sentence is so long that the children would be deprived of a normal
home for a period of years, AND/OR

v' The person thought to be or who claims to be the father did not file a claim of paternity or a
court case to establish paternity as required in A.R.S. Section 8-106, AND/OR

v The parent or parents have signed papers to relinquish their rights to the children to an
agency or to consent to adoption, AND/OR

v The identity of the parent is unknown and continues to be unknown following three months of
diligent efforts to identify and locate the parent, AND/OR

v' The parent has had parental rights to another child terminated within the past two years for

reasons identical to those to be raised in this case and is unable to discharge parental duties
for those same reasons.

v You MAY NOT use this packet to cut off or give up your own parentalrights.

READ ME:

Consulting a lawyer before filing documents with the court may help prevent unexpected
results and is highly recommended. The Juvenile Court Resource Center located in the
Juvenile Court lobby is open 8:30am - 4:30pm, Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.
It provides forms and information. In addition, the Law Library and Resource Center located
on the second floor of the Pima County Superior Court, 110 W. Congress Street, Tucson,
Arizona 85701 [(520)724-8456] offers free legal clinics and has legal forms available for a
small fee.

Page 1 of 1




SEVERANCE
To Permanently Terminate Parental Rights

(Forms and Instructions)

This packet contains court forms and instructions to file court papers to request a court order to
permanently terminate, or “sever” parental rights. The documents should appear in order as shown.
Items listed in BOLD are forms you will need to fill out, copy, and submit to the Court. Non-bold items
are information or instructions. Do not copy or file the non-bold items.

) #

Order Title Pages
1 Checklist: You may use these forms if . . . 1
2 Table of Contents (this page) 1

Information and Instructions:
How to Get Initial Hearing to Terminate Parental Rights

4 “Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship” 6

5 “Notice of Initial Hearing on Petition for Termination of Parental 1
Rights”

6 “Waiver of Notice of Hearing” 2

These forms shall not be used to engage in the unauthorized practice of law. The Court assumes
no responsibility and accepts no liability for actions taken by users of these documents, including
reliance on their contents.

The documents are under continual revision and are current only for the day they were received.
It is strongly recommended that you verify on a regular basis that you have the most current
documents.

Revised 1/16/24 Page 1 of 1



Information and Instructions: HOW TO GET INITIAL HEARING ON

PRIVATE TERMINATION OF PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP
(A.R.S. (Arizona Revised Statutes) §§ 8-531, and 8-861, et seq.*)

* § means “section”; §§ means “sections”; et seq. means “and the sections that follow”

PLEASE READ THIS CAREFULLY.

There are many important steps required to pursue a private Petition for Termination of
Parent-Child Relationship and this list is not comprehensive. Failing to comply with each step

may result in delays or the Court dismissing the matter.

PLEASE NOTE THAT A PARENT CANNOT ASK THE COURT TO TERMINATE HIS OR HER OWN
PARENTAL RIGHTS.

Where these documents refer to “child”, “children” or “child(ren)” it means all children you are seeking
to terminate the parent child relationship for, whether one or more.

. Documents Required Before the Initial Hearing on a Private Petition for Termination of
Parental-Child Relationship.

A. Petition - A Petition is a key document required for a private request to terminate parental rights.
A Petition must contain all of the information as reflected in the “Petition for Termination of
Parent-Child Relationship” form available from the Court. Among other things, a Petition:

1.

Revised 1/16/24

Must reflect that the Petitioner (the person filing the Petition) has a legitimate interest in the
child as required by Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 8-533(A);

Must include available information about the parent(s) whose parental rights the Petition
seeks to terminate;

Must include available information about the children whose parental rights the Petition
seeks to terminate;

Must include information about the person or agency who is caring for the children;

Must show how the Arizona Superior Court, Pima County, has power to properly hear the
case (“jurisdiction”), which usually requires that the children have been in Arizona for a period
of time;

Must include specific information about grounds for termination as required by A.R.S. § 8-
533(B);

Must include specific information about why termination of parental rights is in the best
interest of the children, as required by A.R.S. § 8-533(B). You must explain why the
children would benefit from the termination (example: they would be free for
adoption by a stepparent) and/or why they would be harmed if the court does not
terminate the parent’s rights. Abandonment without more is an insufficient basis to
establish best interest.

Must include any information about whether the parent(s) or children are enrolled members
of, or eligible for, membership in any federally recognized Native American Tribe or Nation.
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Order Setting Initial Hearing. The Court will issue an “Order Setting the Initial Hearing’ after
the Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship is filed if the Petition is minimally
adequate.

Notice of Initial Hearing - The Clerk of Court will provide a “Notice of Initial Hearing” to you
after the Petition is filed. The Notice provides the date, time, place, (location) where the Initial
Hearing will be held, and other important information.

. Steps To Be Taken Before The Initial Hearing On A Private Petition for Termination

of Parent-Child Relationship.

There are several steps that must be taken before the Initial Hearing with the Court on a private
Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship, including:

A.
B.

F.

Properly Fill Out and Sign the Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship.

File the Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship with the Clerk of Court at:
Pima County Juvenile Court Center
2225 E. Ajo Way, Tucson, Arizona 85713

Obtain an Order signed by the Court setting an Initial Hearing on the Petition for Termination of
Parent-Child Relationship.

PLEASE NOTE: The Court may review a Petition for Termination of Parent-Child
Relationship and find that it does not meet the requirements and dismiss the Petition. If that
happens, Petitioner may attempt to correct the problems and file with the Clerk of Court
another Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship that complies with all
requirements.

Obtain a Notice of Initial Hearing from the Clerk of Court (which will include the date, time,
and place where the Initial Hearing will be held, and other important information).

Make copies and separate your papers. Copy and assemble your papers so that you have
as many packets as needed to serve interested parties (see IlI(B) below).

Complete Service of Process, in a timely basis, as discussed below.

Service of Process Must Be Completed Before the Initial Hearing.

A.

Service of process is the formal way copies of documents are provided to all individuals and
entities involved in the case. If service of process is not done properly and timely, the court will
lack jurisdiction to issue orders and/or the case may be delayed.
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B. Petitioner must serve a copy of the Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship
the Notice of Initial Hearing, and the Order signed by the Court on:

1.

2.

o o > w

all parents, and if applicable, each custodian or Indian custodian,

Tribe of any children as defined by the federal Indian Child Welfare Act, 25 U.S.C. §
1901, et seq. (and sections that follow);

person(s) having legal custody of the children;
person(s) standing in loco parentis (acting as a parent) to the children;

guardians ad litem of any party and
any other individual or entity upon whom court orders must be served.
a. All parties must be served as directed by Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure 4, 4.1 and/or

4.2 (as applicable). See the separate packet “Serving the Other Party” for more
information and instructions. et 4

b. Service of process must be timely, meaning it must be completed at least ten (10) days
before the Initial Hearing.

PLEASE NOTE:

Service of process for cases governed by the Indian Child Welfare Act, 25 U.S.C. § 1901, et
seq., have special timeliness and service requirements. See, e.g., Arizona Rule of Procedurg
for Juvenile Court 351(d)(2-3). If your case involves the Indian Child Welfare Act, there ar¢
additional steps you must take and you are highly encouraged to consult a lawyer.

c. Service by publication

i. Service by publication applies when the residence of the person to be served is
unknown to the party seeking to serve that person and the party seeking to serve
by publication has made a diligent search to find that person. Service by
publication is more complicated than personal service. There are important rules
that apply to service by publication. If those rules are not met, the whole process
of service by publication may need to be started all over, which can result in
delays and added cost.

ii. Service by publication requires literally publishing the Notice of Initial Hearing
and a statement as to the manner in which a copy of the Petition for Termination
of Parent-Child Relationship may be obtained at least one (1) time a week for
four (4) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published in the county where the
action is pending. If the last known residence of the person to be served is in
Arizona but not in Pima County, service by publication also must be made in the
county of that last known residence.
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ii. Where the party seeking to serve a person by publication has an address for
the person to be served, before the first date of publication a copy of the
Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship; Notice of Initial
Hearing and Order must be mailed, postage prepaid, to that person at that
person’s last known place of residence.

iv. Service by publication is deemed complete thirty days after the first publication
date.

v. A party serving a person by publication must provide to the court the following
documents either at or before the Initial Hearing:

1. A written affidavit or declaration that the residence of the person served
by publication is unknown contained in the “Declaration Supporting
Publication” (sometimes referred to as “Affidavit of Unknown
Residence”);

2. A written affidavit or declaration that the person to be served by
publication cannot be located even though diligent efforts have been
made to locate that person contained in the “Declaration Supporting
Publication” (sometimes referred to as an “Affidavit of Due Diligence”);

3. A written affidavit showing the manner and dates of each publication (and
mailing, if applicable) and the circumstances warranting service by
publication as well as printed copy of each publication. If the residence of
the person being served is unknown, and therefore no mailing was made,
the affidavit shall state that.

d. Notice and appearance may be waived by an individual or entity involved in the case. A
waiver of notice and appearance must contain language explaining the meaning
and consequences of the waiver and the termination of parental rights pursuant
to A.R.S. § 8-535(C). Unless done in court, a waiver of notice and appearance must be
signed by the individual or entity agreeing to the waiver and notarized or attested by
two or more credible withesses who are at least eighteen (18) years old.

e. A consent to adoption must comply with certain specified requirements, including
A.R.S. §§ 8-106 and 8-107. PLEASE NOTE: In Arizona, if a proper consent has been
obtained, a person seeking to adopt a child may proceed directly to adoption
without filing a Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship. In that case,
a Petitioner may represent themselves, a Petitioner may hire private counsel, or a
Petitioner may seek the services of the Pima County Attorney’s Office, which provides
representation in some adoptions pursuant to A.R.S. § 8-127.

f. A copy of any relinquishment or consent shall be attached to the Petition pursuant to

A.R.S. § 8-534(C). The relinquishment/consent form can be found at the Court website:
www.sc.pima.gov under “Self-Service Forms”, Juvenile.
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3. Unless Waived By The Court, A Social Study Must Be Completed.

a. Unless waived by the court given the best interests of the child, petitioner must obtain a
social study pursuant to A.R.S. § 8-536.

b. A social study must:

Be prepared by an appropriate agency or person;

Include the circumstances of the petition, the social history, the present condition
of the children and parent, proposed plans for the children and other facts
pertinent to the parent-child relationship;

Address whether or not the parent-child relationship should be terminated; and

Contain the information required by A.R.S. § 8-536.

The Court will address the Social Study at the Initial Hearing. You are not required to
have a Social Study completed before the Initial Hearing.

4. The Initial Hearing.

a. The Petitioner must attend the Initial Hearing. If the Petitioner does not personally attend
the Initial Hearing, the Court may dismiss the Petition or may set a continued hearing,
which will cause delay.

b. Petitioner must bring the following documents to the Initial Hearing:

Vi.

Originals of the service of process documents to show the Court that service is
completed;

Documents showing parentage including:
1. a certified birth certificate for each child listed in the Petition;
2. paternity documents;
3. child support or custody orders or related documents;
Copies of any applicable guardianship documents;

A copy of all filings made with the Court that contain a copy of the Clerk of
Court’s stamp to show to the Court if necessary;

Originals of any waivers, consents, or relinquishments;

Any other documents Petitioner may want the Court to consider.

FAILURE TO FOLLOW THE APPLICABLE STATUTES AND RULES MAY RESULT IN
THE INITIAL HEARING BEING RESET OR THE PETITION DISMISSED.

Revised 1/16/24
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SELF-REPRESENTED PARTIES (THOSE WITHOUT AN ATTORNEY) ARE
ENCOURAGED TO CONSULT WITH AN ATTORNEY. COURT EMPLOYEES CANNOT
PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE.

You may also wish to consult the following additional resources:

IF YOU WOULD LIKE ADVICE OR ASSISTANCE FROM A LAWYER, BUT BELIEVE YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE
ONE, THE FOLLOWING ARE SEVERAL OPTIONS TO ALLOW YOU TO RECEIVE LOW COST OR FREE LEGAL
ADVICE:

1. Pima County Superior Court Law Library and Resource Center

110 W. Congress (located on the 2" floor in the law library)

Free legal clinics offered at various times - check with library staff (520)724-8456

Hours: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday-Friday (except legal holidays)

This facility also provides copies of commonly used court forms for a small fee, and copies of Arizona Revised
Statutes and other helpful information for legal matters.

2. Pima County Bar Association, Lawyer Referral Service or QUILT programs

177 North Church Ave. # 101

Tucson, AZ (520) 623—-4625 or www.pimacountybar.org

3. The Arizona Attorney General’s office, child support division, can also assist you (but does not act as your
attorney) in establishing paternity and child support, as well as with collection and enforcement of child support.

(520)628-6504 (option 5) or www.azdes.gov/az_child_support

4. Step Up to Justice
www.stepuptojustice.org/apply-for-help

5. Southern Arizona Legal Aid, Inc.
2343 E Broadway Blvd #200
Tucson, Arizona (520) 623-9465 or www.sazlegalaid.org

Legal Authority

Arizona Revised Statutes §§ 8-531 to 8-544

Arizona Rules of Procedure for Juvenile Court, Rules 104, 351, 352
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Person Filing:

Address (if not protected):
City, State, Zip Code:
Telephone:

Email Address:
Lawyer’s Bar Number:

Representing [0 Self, without a Lawyer

SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA
IN PIMA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT

In the Matter of: CaseNo: S

(To be completed by the Court)

PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF
PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP

(SEVERANCE of PARENTAL RIGHTS)
A.R.S. § 8-531-544

(Full Legal Names of Minor Ch ild/Children)

(REMINDER: YOU MUST PROVIDE SPECIFIC AND DETAILED INFORMATION WHEN YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM)

1. INFORMATION ABOUT PETITIONER (PERSON FILING):
Name:

Birth Date:
Address:
Email Address:

Phone Number:

Relationship to children:

2. INFORMATION ABOUT PARENT(S):

a. First Parent’s Name:

First Parent’s Birth Date:

First Parent’'s Address:
First Parent’s Email:

First Parent’s Phone:

b. Second Parent’'s Name:

Second Parent’s Birth Date:

Second Parent’s Address:

Second Parent’s Email:

Second Parent’s Phone:

(If there is more than one father for the child/children involved, please attach same information for all fathers)
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Case No.

3. INFORMATION ABOUT THE CHILD/CHILDREN:

a. Child’s name: [0 Male O Female

Child’s birth date:

Child’s birth place:

Child’s address:

List names of legal, or alleged, parents of this child:

b. Child’s name: [] Male [ Female

Child’s birth date:

Child’s birth place:

Child’s address:

List names of legal, or alleged, parents of this child:

c. Child’s name: ] Male O Female

Child’s birth date:

Child’s birth place:

Child’s address:

List names of legal, or alleged, parents of this child:

d. Child’s name: ] Male O Female

Child’s birth date:

Child’s birth place:

Child’s address:

List legal, or alleged, parents of this child:

(If more than four children, please attach information for allchildren)

4. The person or agency currently having legal custody, guardianship, acting in loco parentis (acting as
parent) or providing care for the child/children is:

Name:

Address:
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Case No.

5.  Will you or any person required to receive notice need a court interpreter? [lyes [INo
If “Yes”, Person’s name: Language(s) needed
Person’s name: Language(s) needed
Person’s name: Language(s) needed

6. Jurisdiction in Arizona is proper because the child or children are presentin Arizona [ lyes [ INo
List how long each of the children have been physically present in Arizona:

If the child or children are not present in Arizona, jurisdiction in Arizona is proper because:

7. Have there ever been any court cases concerning any of the children? [ IYes [ INo

If yes, list the name and location of the court and the case number(s)

8. Are there any current court cases concerning any of the children? (OYes [INo
If yes, list the name and location of the court and the case number(s)

9. Is any parent or child an enrolled member or eligible for membership in any federally recognized
Native American tribe or nation?

L] Yes [ ] No [ ] Uncertain

If “yes” or “uncertain”, please explain:
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Case No.

INSTRUCTIONS: Check all the allegations below that you believe apply. If seeking to
terminate the rights of more than one parent, attach a separate sheet for the additional
parents. If more space is needed for any answer, please attach additional information.

You must include specific and detailed facts in support of each ground that you believe
applies. If you need additional space, you may attach additional pages to your Petition. If you do
not include enough detailed information, the court may be unable to proceed with your petition.

10. The Court should terminate the parent-child relationship between the child/children and the following
parent(s):
Insert name of parent termination is requested for.

[]Parent(s) [Insert name of
parent(s) termination is/are requested for] based on the following grounds:

[ ] Abandonment: The parent has abandoned the children by failing to provide reasonable

support and failing to maintain regular contact with the children, including
normal supervision.
A.R.S. § 8-533B(1)

Please specifically state the facts supporting this statement:

[] Neglect/Abuse: The parent has neglected or willfully abused a child. A.R.S. § 8-533B(2)

Please specifically state the facts supporting this statement:
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Case No.

[] Incapacity: The parent is unable to discharge the parental responsibilities because of
mental illness, mental deficiency or a history of chronic abuse of dangerous
drugs, controlled substances or alcohol and there are reasonable grounds to
believe that the condition will continue for a prolonged, indeterminate period.
A.R.S. § 8-533B(3)

Please specifically state the facts supporting this statement:

[ ] Criminal Conviction:

[] The parent is deprived of civil liberties due to conviction of a felony
which is of such nature as to prove unfitness of that parent to have future
custody of the child, including murder or manslaughter of another child of
the parent, or aiding and abetting or attempting, conspiring or soliciting to
commit murder or manslaughter of another child of the parent. A.R.S. § 8-
533B(4)

Please specifically state the facts supporting this statement:

[] The parent is deprived of civil liberties due to the conviction of a felony
and the sentence of that parent is of such length that the children will be
deprived of a normal home for a period of years. A.R.S. § 8-533B(4)

Please specifically state the facts supporting this statement:
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[ ] Paternity

[] Relinquishment
or Consent

Case No.

[] The potential father failed to file a paternity action within thirty (30) days
of completion of service of notice as prescribed by A.R.S. § 8-106(G);
A.R.S. § 8-533B(5).

[ | The putative father (one who registered with the state claiming to be
the father) failed to file a notice of claim of paternity as prescribed
in A.R.S. § 8-106.01; A.R.S. § 8-533B(6)

The parent has relinquished his or her right to the child/children to
an agency or has consented to the adoption. A.R.S. § 8-533B(7)

| have attached to this Petition a properly executed copy of all
applicable relinquishment(s) or consent(s).

[] Identity Unknown The identity of the parent is unknown and continues to be unknown

[] Prior Termination

following three months of diligent efforts to identify and locate the
parent. A.R.S. § 8-533B(9)

Please specifically state the facts supporting this statement:

The parent had parental rights to another child terminated within the
preceding two years for the same cause and is currently unable to
discharge parental responsibilities due to the same cause. A.R.S. § 8-
533B(10)

Please specifically state the facts supporting this statement:
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Case No.

11. Best Interests

It is in the child/children’s best interest to have [_] Parent(s)
’s rights terminated. [Fill in name(s) of parent(s)]

You must specifically state the facts supporting this statement:

RELIEF REQUESTED: Based on the information above, after notice and a hearing Petitioner
requests the Court issue an order which:

Terminates the parent-child relationship between the child/children and their: [_| Parent(s)
, [Fill in name of parent(s)] and Appoints as guardian

of the children and vests legal custody of the children in:

|:| Orders that the parent(s) whose rights are terminated shall remain obligated for child support
payments until an adoption order is entered;

|:| Orders that the parent(s) whose rights are terminated shall remain obligated for child support
arrears existing at the time of the adoption;

|:| Orders that: (state any other relief requested);

And, any other such orders as the Court deems just and proper.

| DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS
DOCUMENT IS TRUE AND CORRECT

Date Signature of Petitioner

Printed Name of Petitioner

STATE OF COUNTY OF

Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed before me this: by
(date)

(notary seal) Deputy Clerk or Notary Public
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Person Filing:

Address (if not protected):
City, State, Zip Code:

Telephone:

Email Address:

Lawyer’s Bar Number:

Representing [ ] Self, without a Lawyer

IN THE MATTER OF:

SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA
IN PIMA COUNTY

CASE#S

(To be completed by the Court)

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING ON

PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF

PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP

NAME(S) OF MINOR CHILD(REN)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PETITIONER:

has filed a Petition for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship with the Juvenile Court in
Pima County regarding the above named child or children and:

Name of parent or parents whose rights are to be terminated, as well as any other known interested parties’ names.

AN INITIAL HEARING HAS BEEN SET TO CONSIDER THE PETITION:

DATE:

TIME:

BEFORE:

At the Pima County Juvenile Court Center located at:

2225 E. Ajo Way, Tucson, Arizona, 85713

NOTICE:

You have a right to appear as a party in this proceeding.

Requests for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities must be
made to the office of the judge assigned to the case, at least ten (10) days before
your scheduled court date.

The failure of a parent to appear at the Initial Hearing, the Pretrial Conference, the
Status Conference or the Termination Adjudication Hearing may result in a court
order terminating the parent-child relationship of that parent.

Failure to appear at the Initial Hearing, Pretrial Conference, Status Conference or
Termination Adjudication Hearing, without good cause, may result in a finding that
the parent, guardian or Indian custodian has waived legal rights and is deemed to
have admitted the allegations in the Petition.

The hearings may go forward in the absence of the parent, guardian or Indian
custodian and may result in the termination of parental rights based upon the
record and evidence presented.

Revised 1/16/24
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Person Filing:
Address (if not protected):
City, State, Zip Code:
Telephone:
Email Address:

Lawyer’s Bar Number:

Representing [_] Self, without a Lawyer

SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA
IN PIMA COUNTY

In the matter of: Case Number: S

WAIVER BY PARENT OF
NOTICE OF HEARING AND
APPEARANCE ON PETITION

Minor Child/Children FOR TERMINATION OF PARENT-

CHILD RELATIONSHIP
UNDER OATH or by AFFIRMATION:
INFORMATION FROM PARENT whose rights are to be terminated

1. |, , am the [_] Mother [] Father of the minor child/children
named below for whom a Petition has been filed requesting permanent termination (severance) of
my parental rights:

Full Name of Child Date of Birth

2. My complete name and address and date of birth is as follows:

Name:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Telephone:

Date of Birth:

(Continues on next page)
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Case No.

WAIVER OF NOTICE

1.

| have read the Petition for Termination of Parental Rights between myself and the minor
child or children.

| waive notice of all further proceedings in this matter. | understand that | can reverse this
waiver by filing a written document with the court under this court case number declaring
that | no longer waive notice of hearings and other court proceedings.

| voluntarily and unconditionally waive all my rights to receive notice of and to appear at any
hearings regarding termination of my parental rights. | understand that this waiver means
that | will not be notified of any hearings or proceedings to be held in connection with the
termination of my parental rights. | understand that if | fail to attend the
hearings/proceedings, the court can proceed in my absence and that my legal rights
(including but not limited to my rights to parenting time and legal decision-making),
privileges, duties, and obligations will be completely terminated, except that my child will
remain legally entitled to inherit from me and receive support from me even after termination
of my parental rights. The obligation to pay child support and my child’s right to inherit
from me will only terminate after a final order of adoption, pursuant to A.R.S. Section 8-

539. lrecognize it is in my best interest to seek legal advice before | sign this document.

Date

Signature

STATE OF

COUNTY OF

Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed before me this: by

(date)

(notary seal) Deputy Clerk or Notary Public
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